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Instructor: Dr. Sara Avila 

Email: sara.avilaforcada@colorado.edu  

Mobile: (720) 327-1396  

Additional ways to contact Dr. Avila: 

¶ 

mailto:sara.avilaforcada@colorado.edu
https://canvas.colorado.edu/
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COURSE PREREQUISITES 

ECON 3080 (Intermediate Macroeconomics) with a C- or better course grade. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

By the end of the course you should be able to: 
1. Identify the different functions of money and how money is related to interest rates; understand 

how interest rates are determined, as well as the behavior of interest rates, and the risk and term 
structures of interest rates. 

2. Demonstrate the importance of financial markets and financial institutions in the economy; 
identify the essential operations of depository institutions; justify why they are heavily regulated. 

3. Explain how a nation’s money supply is determined; know the various tools of monetary policy, 
the role of central banks and the Federal Reserve System, and the conduct of monetary policy. 

4. Apply principles, theories and models to critically analyze and explain economic situations 
encountered in the real world that involve money, financial markets and institutions, financial 
crisis, and actions undertaken by central banks in the development and implementation of 
monetary policy. 

 
REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS 

Textbook (required): Money, Banking, and Financial Markets by Stephen Cecchetti and Kermit 
Schoenholtz, 5th edition with access to Connect. Connect is where you will read your textbook 
and complete some graded assignments. You will access Connect through our course website, 
Canvas. 
Course Website: https://canvas.colorado.edu/ (Canvas) Grades and any further additional 
readings will be posted on Canvas. Please check Canvas frequently for any relevant 
notifications/changes that may occur throughout the course.  
 
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL 

Supplemental readings and other materials will be provided in Canvas system, via the CU 
Library electronic reserve, or by links to websites. 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY AND DELIVERY 

This course is delivered via distance education format using the CU Canvas system. This format 
will use a combination of readings, online discussion, and other web-based resources. You will 
interact with the instructor and other students using the communication functions provided by 
Canvas. You will submit assignments in accordance with the course outline using Canvas. 
 

COURSE PRESENTATION AND PROCEDURES 

There will be 14 modules corresponding to the 14 weeks of the course (1 module per week). 
You should proceed through one module per week, which will be comprised of readings from 
the course texts, supplemental class notes, graded discussion questions, homeworks and 
quizzes, exams, and various outside sources of information such as additional readings and 
video content, among other content.   
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COURSE GRADING C
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Quizzes (275 POINTS) – There will be quizzes associated with most modules each worth 25 
points. The format of the quizzes will be multiple choice, calculations, and short answers and 
will be open book and open notes. Your lowest one (1) quiz are dropped from your final grade 
calculation. Quizzes will be submitted through Connect. Quizzes are due on Thursday.  
 
Practice Exams (50 POINTS) – There will be two (2) practice exams, each worth 25 points.  
 
Exams (400 POINTS) – There will be two (2) exams. The proctored midterm exam is worth 150 
points and the proctored cumulative final exam is worth 250 points. The format of the exam will 
be multiple choice and calculations and will be closed book. The exams are completed on Connect 
in a proctored setting. 
 
This course requires proctored examinations. Exams are proctored which will require planning 
on your part. Proctors are individuals who administer the exam process following the guidelines 
provided by University of Colorado Boulder to ensure academic integrity. 
 
Who can be my proctor?  

If you are in Boulder or nearby, you can take your exam: 
1. With me at the Department of Economics. There is no cost for using this proctor. 

This option is only on selected days during the exam period. 
2. At the University Testing Center on-campus in Boulder, CO. There may be a cost 

for using the testing center. This option is only available M-F during regular 
business hours. 

3. With ProctorU. Online proctoring is a service that uses a webcam and 
microphone to ensure academic integrity. To use this service, you must have 
access to a computer with a webcam and a microphone. There will be a cost for 
using the online proctoring services. 
 

If you are outside of Boulder, you can take your exam: 
1. At an accredited college or university testing center in your town or nearby. 

There may be a cost for using this testing center. 
2. With ProctorU or a comparable online proctoring service as determined by 

your instructor. Online proctoring is a service that uses a webcam and 
microphone to ensure academic integrity. To use this service, you must have 
access to a computer with a webcam and a microphone. There will be a cost for 
using the online proctoring services. 
 

Please see Canvas for detailed information about proctoring, including the contact information 
for the UTC, ProctorU, and a nationwide list of accredited college or university testing centers. 
If you are in a rural area or on a military base, you may need to be approved to use a person as 
a proctor and information is provided on Canvas for this approvG

[(er)-2(e ma)-23Q8as 
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EXTRA CREDIT 

Up to 50 points of extra credit may available (= 5% of the course grade).  

1. Weekly LearnSmart learning activities on Connect. Each time you complete the 



https://guides.instructure.com/m/67952/l/720328-what-are-the-basic-computer-specifications-for-canvas
https://guides.instructure.com/m/67952/l/720329-which-browsers-does-canvas-support
https://guides.instructure.com/m/67952/l/720329-which-browsers-does-canvas-support
mailto:help@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/academics/academic-calendar
http://mpss.mhhe.com/
http://bit.ly/StudentRegistration
https://ce.colorado.edu/
https://ce.colorado.edu/resources/topics/dates-and-deadlines-general-info/
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http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
mailto:mlandin@inverhills.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
http://www.colorado.edu/osccr/


 
ECON 4111: Money & Banking Systems 
 

9 

work in more than one course without permission from all course instructors involved, and aiding 
academic dishonesty. All incidents of academic misconduct will be reported to the Honor Code 
(honor@colorado.edu); 303-492-5550). Students who are found responsible for violating the academic 
integrity policy will be subject to nonacademic sanctions from the Honor Code as well as academic 
sanctions from the faculty member. Additional information regarding the Honor Code academic integrity 
policy can be found at the Honor Code Office website. 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, DISCRIMINATION, HARASSMENT AND/OR RELATED RETALIATION 

mailto:honor@colorado.edu
/osccr/honor-code
mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
https://cuboulder.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0PnqVK4kkIJIZnf
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
http://www.interfaith-calendar.org/
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12 
(11/18) 

17 The Central Bank Balance Sheet and 
the Money Supply Process  
18 Monetary Policy: Stabilizing the 
Domestic Economy 

LearnSmart module 13 (extra credit) 
Quiz module 13 
Discussion posting, problem set, or FRED data 
exercise module 12 
 

Thursday 11/21 
Thursday 11/21 
Sunday 11/24 

 

13 
(12/2) 

20 Money Growth, Money Demand, 
and Modern Monetary Policy 

LearnSmart module 14 (extra credit) 
Quiz module 14 
Discussion posting, problem set, or FRED data 
exercise module 13 

Thursday 12/5 
Thursday 12/5 
Sunday 12/8 

 

14 
(12/9) 

You may take the PROCTORED 
cumulative final exam the day of your 
choosing Thursday through Sunday. 

Proctored Final Exam 
Thursday 12/12 
- Sunday 12/15 


