


While this is not a micro-theory course, economics without theory is not economics. You will 
need micro theory to understand and explain some of the topics. Some of the theory and terms 
you will need to know include: the theory of the firm, the theory of the consumer, efficiency, when 
the market equilibrium will and won’t be efficient, market failure, types of market failures, and 
corrections for market failure. 
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1. Lecturing: explaining difficult material not easily learned on your own with text, groups, etc.*
2. Exams: exams should be learning tools as well as assessment tools!  We will go over each 

exam in depth in class.  Reviewing exams is one area where in-class discussion and 
explanation are most effective.   

3. Group-Led-Discussions: we will cover both classic and more recent relevant articles from 
scholarly journals.  The more creative you can be with these, the more you will get out of 



*
More Information on Assessment: 
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There will be three cumulative exams and a cumulative final.  These will be given in class on the 
days listed.  No exams will be dropped.  To be fair to everybody, I will not answer ANY 
questions during exams (even about typos) – this puts everyone on equal footing during the 
exams.  Tests will consist of short-answer questions and some longer problems.  The exams will 
all be cumulative, and the material does build on itself, so it is important to understand all the 
concepts as we go. /P21#*F-33*5.*@-I."*-"*'32##*("*$D.*?2C#*3-#$.?G**!,*C(&*1-##*2"*.P21*F-$D*



Fortunately, the fields of public choice and political economy have some journals that are very 
‘readable’ at the undergraduate level.  Your goal with the group-led discussions is to make one 
article of your choosing very understandable to the class.  The class will have read the article 
(there will be a short quiz on the readings that will count toward the final grade), so it is your job 
to make the paper even more clear, and primarily to motivate a successful discussion about the 
article. You should try and answer questions as the author would.  It is not your job to critique the 
article – all articles have already been critiqued by PhD referees before being published.  
However, if you find follow-up articles that critique the paper it is fine (and even encouraged) to 
cite those articles. 



 
 
I adhere strictly to the University guidelines on Incompletes (“An I is given only when students, 
beyond their control, have been unable to complete course requirements.  A substantial amount of 
work must have been satisfactorily completed before approval for such a grade is completed.”).  
Bad grades, unsatisfactory performance, too many credit hours, work conflicts, etc. are not 
reasons for an incomplete. 
 
 
Grading Scale:*
V(&%*O'(%. U%2?. 
92% to 100% A 
90% to 91% A- 
88% to 89% B+ 
82% to 87% B 
80% to 81% B- 
78% to 79% C+ 
72% to 77% C 
70% to 71% C- 
68% to 69% D+ 
62% to 67% D 
60% to 61% D- 
Below 59.5% F 
*
*
*
8??-$-("23*N($.#)*
Requirements for COVID-19 
As a matter of public health and safety, all members of the CU Boulder community and all visitors to 
campus must follow university, department and building requirements and all public health orders in place 
to reduce the risk of spreading infectious disease. Students who fail to adhere to these requirements will be 
asked to leave class, and students who do not leave class when asked or who refuse to comply with these 
requirements will be referred to Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution. For more information, see the 
policy on classroom behavior and the 



 
In this class, if you are sick or quarantined, please let me know ASAP so that we can make appropriate 
arrangements.  Strictly speaking, you do not have to inform me that you have tested positive (because there 
are too many lawyers in this country), but you are certainly free to do so.  Since there is no fathomable 
reason for anyone to judge you in any way for having contracted Covid (especially since everyone in class 
must already be vaccinated), I do not see why you wouldn’t want to let us know of your situation.  If you 
miss classes due to Covid (or for any good reason), I will certainly excuse any graded assignments 
(you do Not need to make them up) but remember that C(&*2%.*%.#;("#-53.*,(%*(5$2-"-"@*"($.#*
,%(1*2*'32##12$.*2"?*%.2?-"@*$D.*%.3.I2"$*12$.%-23*-"*$D.*$.P$5((HG*!*."'(&%2@.*C(&*$(*
'(1.*$(*1C*(,,-'.*D(&%#*$(*?-#'&##*$D.*12$.%-23*C(&*1-##.?E*5&$*("3C*2,$.%*C(&*D2I.*
%.I-.F.?*$D.*%.3.I2"$*12$.%-23*2"?*;%.;2%.?*#;.'-,-'*=&.#$-("#G 
 
Accommodation for Disabilities 
If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your accommodation letter from 
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A reply from one student to another on the discussion board for one of my colleague’s 
online classes: “If you read the course syllabus you will find the answer to your 
questions. If you do not understand what you read, I recommend you read multiple 
times. After reading the syllabus if you still have questions come back and I will try to 
help you as much as possible.” 
 

 
 


