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Topic Outl ine and Readings 
The articles and chapters listed below can be found either under E-Journals in the Chinook Catalogue 
or the course reserves on Chinook. 
 
1. Introduction and Long Term Growth  
 

The central theme of this course is the development of the modern economy in Europe.  How does 
the development of Europe fit into the evolution of the world economy?  How should we define 
economic growth?  What is growth accounting?  How does the modern economy differ from the 
traditional agrarian economy which preceded it? What are the variables one would use to 
distinguish between a modern and a traditional society?  This, it should be realized, is the same 
question addressed in courses on development economics, although from a different perspective. 

 
- Cameron and Neal, ch. 1 and 2 
- Jared Diamond, Guns Germs and Steel, ch. 10 

 - Oded Galor.  Handbook of Economic Growth, Vol. 1, part 1, ch. 4, “From Stagnation to  
  Growth”, pp. 174-221. 

- Fogel, Robert. (2004). The Escape from Hunger and Premature Death, 1700-2100, Europe, 
America and the Third World, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-21. 

 
 
2. Europe First - When and Where? 
 

- Gregory Clark, “Living Standards”, ch 3 in Farewell to Alms.  
 - N.F.R. Crafts, British Economic Growth During the Industrial Revolution ch. 3 

  - Robert C. Allen, “The Great Divergence in European Wages and Prices from the  
   Middle Ages to the First World War”, Explorations in Economic History, Vol 38, October  
   2001: 411-47. 

- Carol H. Shiue and Wolfgang Keller, “Markets in China and Europe on the Eve of the    
    Industrial Revolution” American Economic Review, September 2007.   

 
 
3. Demography and Income 
 

Perhaps the most important issue in a long term study of economic development is man’s 
relationship to the environment. That relationship is probably best summarized by the numbers of 
humans on the one hand and the standard of living experienced on the other.  For many pre-
modern economies, per capita income and population were inversely related.  This description is 
generally tied to the work of Malthus.  Attempts have been made to model the many aspects of 
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Schofield volume cited above. Much of this information in Ch. 6-7 can be scanned rapidly. The 
material on pp. 207-215, 228-269 is particularly interesting and you should spend time on it. 
 
See also: 
  
Massimo Livi-Bacci (1997). A Concise History of World Population, pp. 10-34.  

 
Group #1 - Gregory Clark and Gillian Hamilton, “Survival of the Richest: The Malthusian 
Method in England, 1585-1638” Journal of Economic History 66(3): 707-737.  
 
Group #2 - Deborah Oxley, “‘The Seat of Death and Terror’: Urbanization, Stunting, and 
Smallpox”, Economic History Review, LVI, November 2003. 

 
Group #3 - E.A. Wrigley “Explaining the rise in marital fertility in England in the ‘long’ 
eighteenth century” Economic History Review, August, 1998. 

 
A recent debate has looked at whether or not the famine in Ireland was a structural break in Irish 
economic history. One school of thought claims that price shocks in international commodity 
markets would have, by themselves, substantially decreased agricultural labor demand in Ireland - 
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Finance is very closely tied to changes in structure.  Finance in England was, in part, connected to 
trade but also largely connected to government finance which in turn was connected to war.   
For a discussion of the relationship between firm structure, long-distance trade and finance, see: 

 
- Ann M. Carlos “Joint-Stock Trading Companies”, Oxford Encyclopedia of Economic History, 
ed. Joel Mokyr, Oxford University Press, 2003. 

 
One of the great successes of the British economy and the British state in the century before the 
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- N.F.R. Crafts, “British Economic Growth, 1700-1831: A Review of the Evidence”, Economic 
History Review, May 1983. 
-C. Knick Harley, “British Industrialization before 1841: Evidence of Slower Growth during 
the Industrial Revolution”, Journal of Economic History, June 1982. 
- Nicholas Crafts, “The Industrial Revolution” in Floud and McCloskey. 

   
Group #11 - Jeffrey G. Williamson "Why Was British Growth So Slow During the Industrial 
Revolution?”, The Journal of Economic History > Vol. 44, No. 3 (Sep., 1984), pp. 687-712 

 
9. The Demographic Transition  
  

Subsequent to the economic transformation of the industrial revolution, fundamental changes in 
life expectancy, mortality, and fertility began to take place.  

 
- Oded Galor, Handbook of Economic Growth, Vol. 1, part 1, ch. 4, “From Stagnation to  
  Growth”, pp. 224-235. 
- Mason, Karen Oppenheim, 1997. “Explaining Fertility Transitions.” Demography 34(4): 443-54. 
 
 

10. The Standard of Living Debate  
 

Ultimately economists have to ask how the development process has affected the standards of 
living of those involved. An examination of British Industrialization produces no clear picture. 
Both contemporaries and current historian alike are divided into optimistic and pessimistic camps. 
For a taste of these views refer back to the Mokyr survey and also see:   

 
P.H. Lindert and J.G. Williamson, “English Workers’ Living Standards During the Industrial 
Revolution: A New Look”, Economic History Review, February 1983.  

 
However, both of these pieces use male wages as the index for changes in the standard of living 
and more importantly, use those changes as the basis for changes in the standard of living for the 
family. We know that women worked as part of the family unit during the late eighteenth 
centuries. What was happening to female income over the course of the industrial revolution? 
Work on this subject has been done by: 

 
Group #12 - Sara Horrell and Jane Humphries, “‘The Exploitation of Little Children’: Child 
Labor and the Family Economy in the Industrial Revolution”, 




