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Course Description 

Macroeconomics is concerned with the behavior of the economy as a whole: 
understanding it is a necessary condition for households, firms, and policymakers to 
make more informed decisions.  This course is a first step in this direction: during this 
semester, you will be introduced to the main building blocks of the modern 
macroeconomic theory. 

By the end of the course you will learn how to think as a macroeconomist: 

1. how to isolate the main forces behind market outcomes, 
2. how to measure them, 
3. and how to assess the impact of monetary/fiscal policies and changes in the 

economic environment on macroeconomic aggregates in the short and long run 

In the process you will learn how to boil down complex macroeconomic problems to 
their essential features, making use of a powerful tool: assumptions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Required Materials 

Textbook and MindTap 

Principles of Macroeconomics by N. Gregory Mankiw, 9th edition through MindTap 

Inclusive Access. Note that MindTap is required for this course. The link for registration 



Please read “Proctoring Information” to set up Proctorio and finish “Proctorio Practice 

Exam (Remotely Proctored)” under module “Course Information”. This is one of the 

practice exams and it is due on September 6th. Read “Assignments and grading” below 

for more information. 

If you have technical difficulties with this practice exam, email me immediately. If you 

do not complete the practice exam by September 13th ( two weeks prior to the first exam 

week) and have technical difficulties that prevent you from completing the midterms or 

final, you will receive a zero for that exam. 

Note that you are required to have a computer with a functioning webcam and 

microphone or have access to a computer with a functioning webcam microphone to 

complete your exams. 

Class Emails and Announcements 

To make sure you receive class emails and announcements: 

1. Update Canvas email address: Use the "account" link on the left tool bar to update 

your email and notification settings. Make sure you have all announcements notify you 

"immediately" because important course information is shared through announcements. 

2. Update University email: https://oit.colorado.edu/identikey-accounts/students to 

make sure that the address is the one you regularly check. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://oit.colorado.edu/identikey-accounts/students.


Course Structure 

Each Monday we will unlock one module on Canvas. 

A typical module (that is, a module
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Assignments and Grading 

Your final grade is determined as a weighted average among In-video quizzes (10%), 

Recitation (10%), Homework (12%), Practice Exams (3%), two Midterms (30%) and a 

Final (35%). The final class average will be about 80. 

I will not under any circumstances change or bump up any individual grades at the end 

of the semester. If you think there is any mistakes, please reach out immediately; 

however, the grade you earn will be final. I will not respond to requests to individually 

bump up grades at the end of the semester. 

In-video Quizzes 10% 
Recitation 10% 
Homework 12% 
Practice Exams 3% 
Midterms 30% 
Final Exam 35% 

 

In-video quizzes 

For a quiz to be graded, you need to submit the quiz. Quizzes should be submitted 

before 11:59pm on the due date. Once you submit, your score for that quiz is the 

percentage of questions you have answered correctly in that quiz. 

There are two attempts for each quiz and the grade will be the average of these two 

attempts. For the sake of the final grade, I will drop two lowest In-video quiz grades. 

For late submissions, a 10% of the total points possible on a quiz will be deducted per 

hour the submission is late. Canvas rounds up the hour to the next whole number, so if 

you submit a quiz 1.5 hours late, 20% of the total points possible will be deducted.  

Recitation (TBD) 

You need to sign up for one of the standard in-person recitation sessions. If you do not 

want to attend or cannot attend in-person recitations, we have another TA providing 

online recitation content. The online TA will transmit whatever recitation grades there 

may be back to the in-person TA whose recitation you have signed up for. 

Recitations start from the second week of the semester. 



three attempts for each question and the grade will be the highest of these three 

attempts. For the sake of the final grade, I will drop the lowest homework grade. 

Information about “How to Do Homework in MindTap” is under module “Course 

Information” on our Canvas course page. 

Practice Exams 

The first practice exam is the “Proctorio Practice Exam (Remotely Proctored)” under 

module “Course Information”. It is graded based on completion and worth 1% of your 

final grade. You get this 1% if you compete this practice exam before 11:59pm on 

September 6th. Besides, if you do not complete this practice exam by September 13th 

( two weeks prior to the first exam week) and have technical difficulties that prevent you 

from completing the midterms or final, you will receive a zero for that exam. 

There are two other practice exams, one for each midterm. They are due on Mondays of 

the exam weeks. Each practice exam is graded based on completion and worth 1% of 

your final grade. 

Midterms 

Midterms will be timed and need to be proctored using Proctorio. Refer to “Proctorio” 

section above for more information.  

Midterms are not cumulative by design; however, the material in this course naturally 

builds on previous material. For the sake of the final grade, if you score higher on 

Midterm II than Midterm I, I will drop your Midterm I and assign 30% of your grade to 

Midterm II. If you score higher on Midterm I, I will assign 15% of your grade to each 

midterm. 

Final Exam 

Final schedule will be made by the university and is usually posted midsemester. The 

final exam will be timed and need to be proctored using Proctorio. Refer to 

“Proctorio” section above for more information. 

The final exam covers all the material taught in this course. 

 

 

 

 



University Policies 

Accommodation for Disabilities 

If you qualify for accommodations because of a disability, please submit your 

accommodation letter from Disability Services to your faculty member in a timely 

manner so that your needs can be addressed. Disability Services determines 

accommodations based on documented disabilities in the academic 

environment.  Information on requesting accommodations is located on the Disability 

Services website. Contact Disability Services at 303-492-8671 or dsinfo@colorado.edu for 

further assistance. If you have a temporary medical condition or injury, see Temporary 

Medical Condition under the Students tab on the Disability Services website. 

Classroom Behavior 

Students and faculty each have responsibility for maintaining an appropriate learning 

environment. Those who fail to adhere to such behavioral standards may be subject to 

discipline. Professional courtesy and sensitivity are especially important with respect to 

individuals and topics dealing with race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, age, 

disability, creed, religion, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 

veteran status, political affiliation or political philosophy.  For more information, see the 

policies on classroom behavior and the Student Code of Conduct. 

Honor Code 

All students enrolled in a University of Colorado Boulder course are responsible for 

knowing and adhering to the Honor Code. 

http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students
mailto:dsinfo@colorado.edu
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
http://www.colorado.edu/disabilityservices/students/temporary-medical-conditions
http://www.colorado.edu/policies/student-classroom-and-course-related-behavior
http://www.colorado.edu/osccr/
mailto:honor@colorado.edu
/osccr/honor-code
/osccr/honor-code


Religious Holidays 

Campus policy regarding religious observances requires that faculty make every effort 

to deal reasonably and fairly with all students who, because of religious obligations, 

have conflicts with scheduled exams, assignments or required attendance. In this 

class, please contact your instructor as soon as possible and no later than September 

13th. I will be happy to accommodate you.

http://www.colorado.edu/policies/observance-religious-holidays-and-absences-classes-andor-exams
mailto:cureport@colorado.edu
https://cuboulder.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0PnqVK4kkIJIZnf
http://www.colorado.edu/institutionalequity/

