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differences did not vary by much on the 7-point Likert 
scale. 

[...]

=4J+*(5$340/40:2

7KH�PRVW�SLYRWDO�ÀQGLQJV�RI�P\�UHVHDUFK�GHULYHG�
from Table 6, because it is a multivariate analysis that 
measures multiple variables to predict how they impact 
the respondents’ SAT/ACT scores, the outcome 
variable of this study. As mentioned earlier in this 
thesis, intersectionality plays a substantial role when it 
comes to predicting test scores.

!(K5#$LB$C.5*4J(;4(*#$<0(5M242$=;#/4)*40:$-<!$-)+;#2$NO4*"$-*./#0*21$P"+$+05M$!++9$*"#$<?!26$
<?!$2)+;#2$0+;&#/$*+$-<!$-)+;#2Qa

aThe outcome (dependent) variable is the three categories for the normed ACT to SAT categories listed at the end 
of Table 2 (700-999, 1000-1399, and 1400+)

bRace was a dichotomous variable with White and/or Asian American = 0 and Black and/or Latinx = 1.
cFamily income was measured as the 8 categories: 1 = < $15,000, 2 = $15,000-$24,999, 3 = $25,000-$49,000, 

4 = $50,000-$74,999, 5 = $75,000-$99,999, 6 = $100,000-$149,999, 7 = $150,000-$199,999, and 8 = 
$200,000 and over.

dLikert responses to each question were 1 = strongly agree, 2 = agree, 3 = somewhat agree, 4 = neither agree nor 
disagree, 5 = somewhat disagree, 6 = disagree, 7 = strongly disagree

eVariables that reached a p <������VLJQLÀFDQFH�DUH�VKDGHG�LQ�JUD\��EXW�VSHFLÀF�VLJQLÀFDQFH�OHYHOV�DUH�UHSRUWHG�IRU�HDFK�YDULDEOH�

given that the key variable race was barely over p < 0.05 and that high school job was p < 0.10 and could be considered a trend.
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The following is an excerpt from a longer piece. For full text, please visit www.colorado.edu/honorsjournal/
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Ellie Bach

The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) 
([WHUQDO�&LYLO�5LJKWV�&RPSOLDQFH�2IÀFH��(&5&2��KDV�
failed to serve vulnerable communities suffering from 
systemic environmental racism through regulation 
reform and enforcement, and has instead dismantled 
communities’ environmental justice demands while 
consequently supporting private sector perpetrators of 
environmental racism, by operating in a “colorblind” 
manner that stems from white supremacy and upholds 
ZKLWH�SULYLOHJH��7KLV�IDLOXUH�LV�H[HPSOLÀHG�E\�WKH�
ECRCO’s “resolving and closing” of the complaint 
ÀOHG�E\�UHVLGHQWV�RI�8QLRQWRZQ��$ODEDPD�LQ�������
who continue to suffer from the storage of coal ash in 
QHDUE\�$UURZKHDG�/DQGÀOO��GHVSLWH�FOHDU�YLRODWLRQV�RI�
environmental regulations and civil rights law. 

More than a billion tons of toxic coal ash containing 
arsenic, mercury, and lead were spilled into the Emory 
River in Kingston, Tennessee on December 22nd, 
2008 (Engleman-Lado et al. 2019). Particles of coal 
ash are known to permeate the lungs, and exposure can 
lead to leukemia, lung and brain cancer (Engleman-
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(3$·V�2IÀFH�RI�&LYLO�5LJKWV��2&5���QRZ�WKH�(&5&2��
FODLPLQJ�WKDW�WKH�$'(0·V�DUUDQJHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�ODQGÀOO�
violated Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 
U.S.C. § 2000d, and agency regulations, 40 C.F.R. 
Part 7; in other words, the ADEM (as an agency that 
UHFHLYHV�IHGHUDO�ÀQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH��YLRODWHG�WKH�OHJDO�
prohibition of discrimination based on race, color, 
or national origin in their endeavors (Engleman-
Lado et al. 2019). The initial complaint fell on deaf 
ears, so to speak, and after consistently submitting 
additional proof of the toll of toxic coal ash storage on 
the community to the EPA, a second complaint was 
submitted in 2016 (Engleman-Lado et al. 2019). The 
follow-up complaint was then followed by a lawsuit 
DJDLQVW�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�IRU�����PLOOLRQ��ÀOHG�E\�
$UURZKHDG�/DQGÀOO��(QJOHPDQ�/DGR�HW�DO���������7KH�
lawsuit was dropped thankfully, but was a clear attempt 
by the private sector to further silence the community, 
which was already a victim of neglect and impoverished 
living conditions. Finally, in 2018, the EPA published a 
29-page letter that rejected the case under the assertion 
WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�´LQVXIÀFLHQW�HYLGHQFHµ�WR�ÀQG�WKH�$'(0�
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in the predominantly white Kingston, Tennessee 
community and its imposition onto the predominantly 
Black and largely impoverished community of 
Uniontown, Alabama, by storing said waste in the local 
$UURZKHDG�/DQGÀOO��FRQWUDGLFWV�WKH�(3$·V�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�
environmental justice and was an act of environmental 
racism. The transplant of coal ash from the Kingston 
spill to Uniontown was not necessarily motivated by 
racial animus, but violated the civil rights of Uniontown 
residents regardless. Laura Pulido (2015), in her 
analysis of environmental racism sustained by Exide 
(a battery recycling facility) on the Latinx community 
surrounding Los Angeles, explains that regulatory 
noncompliance (which it seems that, by all accounts 
RWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�(3$·V��$UURZKHDG�/DQGÀOO�LV�JXLOW\�RI��
and “uneven patterns of regulatory enforcement,” 
create and propagate environmental racism against 
communities of color (Pulido 2015, p. 810). In her 
analysis, Exide was processing 88 chemicals in its 
facility, surrounded by neighborhoods comprised 
largely of low-income immigrants, and was not 
complying with regulations for decades, such that 
the community consequently faced a greater risk of 
cancer and poisoning by lead and arsenic (Pulido 
2015). She argues that Exide as the polluter is primarily 
responsible for its actions, and is “fully aware of what 
it is doing and does not wish to harm its neighbors, 
EXW�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��ZKLFK�
RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�EHQHÀWV�ZKLWHV��LV�SULRULWL]HG�µ�
meaning Exide perceives the surrounding community 
of color, which is additionally of low socioeconomic 
status, as “racially expendable” (Pulido 2015, p. 814). 
Furthermore, the state has been either unwilling, 
unable, or both, to demand that Exide complies with 
regulations for the sake of the environment and the 
community, which “illuminates a larger regulatory 
culture that is mutually constituted by the racial 
formation” (Pulido 2015, p. 810). Together, the state 
and Exide (which in this case may represent industry 
or the private sector), forced the Latinx community 

to remain at a low socioeconomic status and suffer 
from declining health, and upheld the popular and 
detrimental narrative of “people of color as undeserving 
and responsible for their own poverty” that is accepted 
by many whites (Pulido 2015, p. 811). Exide’s case, as 
discussed by Pulido, is a clear parallel to the Uniontown 
SHRSOH·V�FRQÁLFW�ZLWK�$UURZKHDG�/DQGÀOO�DQG�WKH�
ADEM. 

In Uniontown, it seems obvious that Arrowhead 
/DQGÀOO�XQGHUVWRRG�WKDW�LWV�VWRUDJH�RI�FRDO�DVK�ZDV�
harmful for the Black community, as evidenced by 
its attempt to sue Uniontown’s residents into silence 
DERXW�WKH�LVVXH��EXW�WKH�SURÀW�SURGXFHG�E\�FRQGXFWLQJ�
business with majority white communities outside of 
Alabama was of greater importance to the company than 
its integrity and the lives of its neighbors. Additionally, 
the ADEM at the state level, and the EPA at the federal 
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case demonstrates the foundation of white supremacy 
upon which even federal and state agencies designed 
to advance racial equality stand, and exposes the severe 

harm of institutional colorblindness on communities 
of color, whilst highlighting the persistence of white 
privilege in an environmental context.
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