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alcohol-bathed blood and eyelashes / and so i pass down my traumas and accidents / like photo 
DOEXPV���VWLFN\�ZLWK�ƮQJHUSULQWV�DQG�FULQNOHV���WKH�VDPH�ZD\�L�ZDNH�XS���LQ�KLV�EHG���WKH�QH[W�
morning / both of us / still, unsure / hoping blackberries will blossom / for us both / leave our lips 
and tongues, sweet, purple / like the bruises we keep leaving on our necks. 

When the summer breeze settles into my lungs
and heat rises up to gauzy curtains,
that’s when we’ll meet again.

Oh, lovely earth,
my smoky country.

Though frosty clocks journey on
into the chilled darkness,
your words and your embrace
will sit next to me.

When I stand in foreign nations
where dizzy voices swirl in my head,
we’ll meet.

In my daydreams,
as I resist truculent winds
and sit on mountainous rubble,
we’ll meet.

I inhale your musky grass,
cradle your aromatic sage,
and yoke with your aspen leaves.

Remember me, my country

Sami McKinsey
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If you’ve likened yourself a Dionysus,
 following some small forever as Persephone,

would wine taste like irony
 if it became water on your tongue?1

would water taste like loneliness,
 if, upon closer inspection,

you discovered 

  a handful of pomegranate seeds

 settled 

   at the bottom of the glass?2

Pomegranates and Cherries

Sophia Chappell Catto

1<RX�ƮQG�\RXUVHOI�LQ�D�URRP�IXOO�RI�KDSS\�GUXQNV��7KLV�LV�LPSRVVLEO\�IXQ�DQG�HQWLUHO\�LUULWDWLQJ��EXW�PRVWO\�
lonely.
2You’ve learned that most toxins sink, and that occasionally they resemble little rubies, that give way to 
bitterness when bitten down on.  
  These things aren’t always linear
 

Pomegranates and Cherries

Sophia Chappell Catto

“Pomegranates and Cherries” is an 

excerpt from a longer series called "Love 

is Nonlinear" that I wrote during a two-

year period of persistent depression. 

This period began in high school, when 

my best friend at the time attempted 

suicide, and ended with a breakup that 

helped me realign my priorities and 

sense of self. The poems were written 

at the beginning, middle, and end of this 

MRXUQH\��DQG�UHưHFW�WKH�F\QLFLVP�,�IHOW�

regarding love and human connection, 

and the discordance I experienced in 

my pursuit of these things. I believe this 

cognitive dissonance is a fundamental 

feature of the human experience. We 

seek yet reject love, we desire yet fear 

LQWLPDF\��DQG�ZH�VFRƬ�DW�\HW�\HDUQ�IRU�

the ideal of romantic partnership. We 

are emotional creatures that straddle 

two impossible universes, one of 

complete idealism and one of complete 

nihilism. This is why love is a nonlinear 

phenomenon; we must criss-cross both 

universes before we realize its very real 

and strange power over and within us. 

Love is nonlinear. Love is human.

Author Statement





18 | Honors Journal 2020 19 | Poetry

Can’t you see this is me?

And this is my frontera

gender euphoria

Noah Knight

  i.

RQ�QHYHU����RQ�QRZ��L�WKURZ�RƬ
my sealed skin + introduce myself as

a multitude of ocean, + of ark, 
of ebb + glowing microorganisms,

of blue hallucinations in a pitch lagoon.

i am a many singularized. i am mostly
vowels howling in the imploding single 

doorway between brine + mycelia of rivers. 

remember the body as wings parasitic
to my smooth shoulder blades, as winking

lights in the bag of sidewalks beckoning
fruitless into the thorns. remember the 

stories eddied around hornets and leeches

ii. 

i am chrysalis, i am mushroom
chambers clogged with pollen, i am

new + stumbling on toothpick bones
i am iron-choked + oxygenated pixie 

grins sharp at the corners of the eyes
+ painted teeth. they, the them, the

folk, they willful wisps, they wandering
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it seethes, ferocious as a sunrise that sears 
the stars’ forest and leaves cloud-white 
burns across the sky. red drowns me in its 
brilliance: draws my pupils to it like an anchor 
to the cold, dark sand, bearing the weight of 
the entire ocean. 
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jackson’s red river tongue leaves my own 
words gurgling below the surface, forgotten, 
XQKHDUG��pQR��KHUV�GLGQoW�q�WKH�RƱFHU�
transcribes his words into the truth in her 
black-ink handwriting and walks away. 
“i woke up with my head laying on something, 
though,” i contest to jackson. 
“it was the sleeping bag. there are no 
passenger airbags.” i blink spastically as he 
explains, “it’s very old. it was my grandma’s.” 
it dawns on me with the radiance of a sunrise 
void of clouds, if there were airbags, i would be 
a new color in the morning watercolor canvas. 
my knees would have pierced my ribs like my 
nose piercing—sharp, all at once. i would be 
covered in the cherry tide that swims with the 
squid and the salmon beneath my now blue-
and-black-tie-dye sheets of skin. 

jackson is snapchatting the remnants. i am 
dissociating. lingering like a beached whale 
between the grey median and the bed of his 
truck i make plans to babysit. i don’t need to 
EH�DW�WKLV�DFFLGHQW��L�FDQoW�EH�KHUHtWKH�RƱFHU�
discovers me, in the open, surrounded by no 
one. here, but not really. asks me if i am okay, 
p\HDK��LoP�ƮQH��P\�KHDG�KXUWV��� EXW�LoP�
ƮQH�q�
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 Jesus died on that cross for so many reasons:  for us, for me, for your grandma, for love, 
IRU�WKH�ZRUOG��IRU�SHDFH��DV�SXQLVKPHQW��DQ�DFW�RI�FUXHOW\��IRU�QRWKLQJ��7R�VDFULƮFH�VHOưHVVO\��WR�
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KLV�OLWHU�RI�FRƬHH�EODFN��3URDFWLYH��XQG\LQJ�PHQ��$W�KLV�ULSH�DJH�RI�����KH�FRXOG�OLIW�D�EULFN�KRXVH�
by his testicles and still be home in time to deliver the bacon. Speak softly and carry a big dick. 
7KH�VHOI�PDGH�PDQ�ZDV�D�VHOI�PDGH�PDVV�RI�ưHVK�DQG�REVWLQDQFH��KH�QHHGHG�QR�RQH�EXW�KH�
seemed to think everyone needed him.
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 I retrieve myself from under the bed. A minor transgression of atheism, it is excused 
by the intensity of the situation. It was just something to do, to pass the time. Who would have 
WKRXJKW�WKH�&DUWHO�ZRXOG�EH�VXFK�DQ�HƬHFWLYH�PLVVLRQL]LQJ�IRUFH"
 Mapplethorpe created a series of works near the end of his life that consisted of black 
DQG�ZKLWH�SRUWUDLWV�RI�ưRZHUV�VHW�DJDLQVW�WKH�GDUNHVW��EODFN�EDFNJURXQG�KH�FRXOG�SURGXFH��
0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�ưRZHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�OLO\��ZHUH�ưRZHUV�WKDW�ZHUH�FRPPRQO\�IRXQG�RQ�DOWDU�
arrangements. He captured a simple beauty associated with religion, images that demanded a 
VLOHQFH�RU�REHGLHQFH�PXFK�OLNH�WKH�&DWKROLF�JRG�KDG�UHTXLUHG��,�UHJDUG�WKLV�DV�D�ƮQDO�WRNHQ�RI�
peace to the religion. An apology. A display of gratitude. We learned ways to understand the 
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willful consternation in the face of his grueling 
life-long bondage. I think of my own life 
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on a light-blue massage table, then proceeds 
to torque the lateral (outside) of my right knee, 
the locus of the pain, in various directions with 
a casualness that suggests he does this for a 
living. At this moment, I trust him implicitly—he 
was, after all, partially responsible for bringing 
a friend of mine back from multiple fractured 
ERQHV�DIWHU�VKH�IHOO�����IHHW�RƬ�D�FOLƬ�GXULQJ�
a mountainous running race. I mention this 
connection. He tells me recovering from 
broken bones is much more straightforward 
than what you’UH�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK��2K� I say, well, 
what am I dealing with? He leads me to the 
far corner of the warehouse and places small 
electric nodes along my body. He asks me to 
perform a single leg squat, wearing the nodes 
in front of a camera. The exercise is awkward; I 
can’W�ƮQG�P\�EDODQFH��DQG�LW’s embarrassing—
I’m a runner, not a gymnast. The video is pitiful 
to watch. My body’s alignment is not good, he 
says, \RX�KDYH�,7�%$1'�6\QGURPH��6\QGURPH� 
I ask, surprised he can diagnose such a thing 
from two repetitions of an exercise I have 
never done. You don’t want to watch me run?!I 
ask. Syndrome sounds chronic. Deadly, even. 
Shouldn’W�KH�VHH�PH�UXQ�ƮUVW��MXVW�WR�PDNH�
sure? He hands me a red elastic exercise 
band and, placing me before a mirror, asks me 
to perform a single leg squat with the band 
DƱ[HG�WR�P\�NQHHV��with good form. In three 
repetitions, I can do it more or less correctly. 
So, it must be something else, I tell him, since 
,�FDQ�GR�WKHVH�H[HUFLVHV�ZLWK�JRRG�IRUP��
1RSH��he says, this is caused by a weakness in 
\RXU�*OXWHXV�0HGLXVt\RX�FDQ’t do anything 
XQWLO�\RX�PDNH�WKDW�VWURQJHU��I pause to take 
it in—nothing? He prescribes me three sets 
of twenty reps for ten days and asks me to 

2  +DUW��$QQ�0��p:KHQ�<RX�+HDU�+RRIEHDWV��7KLQN�+RUVHVt%XW�EH�3UHSDUHG�IRU�=HEUDV�q{7KH�-RXUQDO�
IRU�1XUVH�3UDFWLWLRQHUV��YRO������QR�����������

make another $150 appointment with his 
receptionist after that period. 
 The connection of Occam’s razor to 
the diagnostic process is best manifested 
by this well-known maxim in the medical 
community: when you hear hoofbeats, think 
KRUVHV��QRW�]HEUDV�(dubiously attributed to 
Dr. Theodore Woodward, a professor at the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine in 
the 1960s).2 
 Though his diagnosis, ,7�%DQG�
Syndrome, may have been correct—it is the 
most common running-related-injury (read: 
non-contact-related—i.e. a meniscus tear) 
to the lateral side of the knee—Matt perhaps 
overlooked the possibility of nuance (such as 
a slight-hitch in my running stride, which led 
me to, over the period of ten years, accrue 
tens of millions of repetitions with bad form, 
severely damaging the underlying tissue and 
fascia). That is to say, he sought the most 
straightforward explanation and prescribed 
treatment accordingly. The diagnostic process 
of the!best oncologist in New York bore an 
eerie resemblance to Matt’s: he took into 
account my grandfather’s age, late eighties, 
simply dismissing his ailments as symptoms 
of his pre-diagnosed colon-cancer, and told 
KLP�KH�ZDV�ƮQH�WR�JR�EDFN�WR�=DPELD�IRU�VL[�
months. The oncologist told my grandfather 
that he was old, but okay—he would live to 
walk the lush front lawn of his safari lodge, 
Chaminuka, for years to come (the oncologist 
was far more interested in Zambia than he was 
in my grandfather’s condition, my dad told me). 
In most scenarios, this is my grandfather’s 
death sentence. Those were tears of anger, 
my dad’s. When my grandfather arrived at the 

lodge—after a thirty-six-hour journey—he 
went into subsequent sepsis in a country 
without the medical knowledge to treat his 
VSHFLƮF�SUREOHP��ZKLFK�ZDV�QRW�FRORQ�FDQFHU�
at all, but a leaking intestine—literally leaking 
ERGLO\�GLVFKDUJH�LQWR�KLV�FKHVW�FDYLW\��ƮOOLQJ�KLV�
lungs. Zebras, not horses.
� $IWHU�ƮQLVKLQJ�P\�H[HUFLVHV�RQ�WKH�
tenth day, I take one step and feel pain on the 
lateral side of my right knee. Six out of ten. 
Same spot as always. No better, no worse. I 
email Matt to tell him as much and discuss the 
protocol moving forward. Simultaneously, I 
email John, a chiropractor that a runner-friend 
recommended to me in passing last week—
VKH�VXƬHUHG�IURP�D�VLPLODU�LQMXU\��� � �
-RKQ�UHVSRQGV�ƮUVW�E\�D�ORQJ�VKRW��ZLWKLQ�WHQ�
minutes (that’s the kind of responsiveness I’m 
looking for when I’m desperate). Plus, he takes 
my insurance, so I have nothing to lose.
�,�DUULYH�DW�WKH�RƱFH�FRPSOH[�WKH\�VKDUH�ZLWK�
a small law ƮUP��WUDYHOLQJ�DJDLQ�E\�ELNH��DQG�
enter a traditional waiting room with an array 
of self-massage tools and pain-relieving 
creams for sale on the wall to my right. He 
comes out to greet me, taking me back to his 
RƱFH��ZKLFK�KDV�D�PHFKDQLFDO�WDEOH�LQ�WKH�
FHQWHU�DQG�D�FRXQWHU��ƮWWHG�ZLWK�D�VLQN�ZKHUH�
he has laid out several steel tools that look like 
they’d be more at home in the last scene of 
%UDYHKHDUWtWKH�GLVƮJXUHPHQW��8QOLNH�0DWW��
who was a lacrosse player, John is a runner, 
training to break four minutes in the mile. I tell 
him about my high-school personal record, 
4:19, to convey worthiness. Asking me to 
lie on my stomach, he lowers the table and 
reaches with both hands onto my hamstring. I 
ZRXOGQoW�HYHQ�FRQVLGHU�UXQQLQJ�����PLOHV� he 
says, conversing through various self-imposed 
interjections—touching a particularly tight 
spot and mid-sentence blurting out things like 

RK��PDQ��WKDW�VSRW�LV�OLW�XS�RU�,�WKLQN�WKHUH�LV�DQ�
DGKHVLRQ�WKHUH��, nod like I understand. 
,�ƮQG�P\VHOI�UHYHDOLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�,�H[SHFW�WR�
this veritable stranger. He uses what he calls 
WKH�$FWLYH�5HOHDVH�7HFKQLTXH��leaning heavily 

嘴㘰〴戰㔲‶㠳⸹㤸㘠㠷⸸ご洠⽔吲㈧⬬∂✵┲‱⁔⭛〦㴢㸲≁⬻嬢㌥≊〨∀

!
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other. They had had each other for some time 
now.  
 Finally, she asked him, “Would you quit 
smoking for me?” 
 He paused and looked at her with a soft 
smile before responding. “Of course, darling.” 
He put his cigarette out on the bed frame. “You 
are my only vice.”

GENDER & ETHNIC STUDIES



https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/undergraduate_honors_theses/f7623d209
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and framing of the image. Done by the work 
of Pablo Ferro��7KH�7KRPDV�&URZQ�$ƬDLUoV�
polo scene spans and jumps space and time. 
Certain panels repeated over the screen 
put an emphasis on the action happening. 
Characters are isolated within a certain frame, 
making note of their reactions. This is a 
fantastically edited sequence that evokes the 
fast-paced play of a polo game. In 5HVLVWLQJ�
,QWHUSHOODWLRQ�



https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/undergraduate_honors_theses/05741s686
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being part of hegemonic culture as well as 
SDUW�RI�WKH�TXHHUHG�JURXS��,Q�ERWK�ƮOPV�WKHLU�
hybridity not only allows for their own survival, 
but it also allows for the survival of the queered 
JURXS�LWVHOI��7KHVH�WZR�ƮOPV�WKHUHIRUH�EULQJ�
up questions of queer futurity, or the ability of 
queer people to survive. Some queer theory 
scholars, like Lee Edelman, have theorized that 
WKHUH�LV�pQR�IXWXUHq�IRU�TXHHUV�DQG�WKDW�ƮJKWLQJ�
for future inclusion in society reproduces 
heterosexual ideology.9 Others, like Jose 
Esteban Muñoz, disagree with Edelman and 
argue instead that queer futurity is never in the 
“here and now” but rather exists in the “then 
and there.” It is something “on the horizon” 
that we will always strive to reach.10�%RWK�ƮOPV�
end with the disappearance of the queered 
group which ultimately begs the question of 
which view on queer futurity they present. My 
ƮQGLQJV�VXJJHVW�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�WKLV�PD\�VHHP�
problematic on the surface, the disappearance 
RI�WKHVH�TXHHU�JURXSV�UHưHFWV�WKH�pưHHWLQJq�
TXDOLW\�RI�TXHHU�IXWXULW\�DV�LGHQWLƮHG�E\�0XÎR]��
 The thesis is separated into three 
chapters:  a literature review, an analysis of 
$UULYDO� and an analysis of 9mbrace of the 
6HUSHQW��7KH�ƮUVW�FKDSWHU�RI�WKLV�WKHVLV��WLWOHG�
“Creating the Other,” will begin by giving 
some context to the notion of Otherness—
an essential aspect to the queering of the 
Heptapods in $UULYDO!and the Indigenous 
people in (PEUDFH�RI�WKH�6HUSHQW� After 
explaining how Othering has occurred 
throughout history, mainly by European 
powers to non-European powers, I will move 
on to explain “The queer Other” and how 
their subjugation is carried out as well as 

how it is linked to pathologization. Lastly, I will 
investigate how racial Othering, like queer 
Othering, is also linked to pathologization. I 
note that although queer and racial Othering 
KDYH�EHHQ�KLVWRULFDOO\�OLQNHG��IRU�WKH�ưRZ�DQG�
organization of this thesis I separate the two. 
 The second chapter titled “Alien 
Ailments” begins my analysis of $UULYDO�with 
the section titled “Queering the Heptapods.” 
It looks at what characteristics cause the 
Heptapods to be seen as the queer and racial 
Other. I begin by looking at the visual aspects 
of the Heptapods including their skin color, 
the “misorientation” of the camera in relation 
to them, as well as the fog inside their ship 
that prevents their full visibility. Next, I move 
on to the auditory aspects of their queerness, 
namely the “queer sounds”—sounds that not 
only refuse legibility due to their mechanical 
and manufactured nature, but that also create 
a feeling of disharmony thus disrupting 
hegemonic “norms” of happiness. 
 The second section builds on 
the previous section’s explanation of the 
Heptapods’ queer characteristics and 
describes how their queerness is presented 
as an infection or threat to hegemonic 
culture. I begin by discussing the numerous 
preventative actions used by hegemonic 
culture, which in turn pathologizes the 
Heptapods, including the inoculations that 
Louise is given prior to contact with the 
Heptapods as well as the insistence by 
RƱFLDOV�WKDW�VKH�ZHDU�D�KD]PDW�VXLW��,�WKHQ�WXUQ�
to how the Heptapods infect others, namely 
/RXLVH��/RXLVHoV�LQFUHDVHG�ưXHQF\�LQ�WKH�
Heptapods’ written language, logograms, leads 

others from hegemonic culture to view her as 
PHQWDOO\�LOO�DOWKRXJK�LW�LV�WKLV�VDPH�ưXHQF\�WKDW�
allows her to survive her interactions with the 
Heptapods unlike previous experts. I end the 
section with a discussion of queer futurity and 
what Louise’s newfound hybridity as a result 
RI�KHU�ORJRJUDP�ưXHQF\�VD\V�DERXW�D�TXHHU�
future. 
 The second chapter titled “Indigenous 
Infection” marks the beginning of my analysis 
of (PEUDFH�RI�WKH�6HUSHQW��,Q�WKH�ƮUVW�VHFWLRQ�
of this chapter titled “Queering Karamakate” 
I identify what queers the Indigenous people 
of the Amazon, Karamakate included. I begin 
the chapter by noting how the environment 
of the Amazon is a key component that 
queers the Indigenous people and how the 
Amazon comes to represent the “wild,” “mess” 
that refuses colonial legibility. I then turn to 
dreams—a way for the Cohiuano people 
to connect to the gods through the use of 
yakruna or other hallucinogenic plants. I argue 
that dreams are essential to Indigenous ways 
of living, and since Indigenous ways of living 
are tied to the environment, which is queered 
due to its mess, dreams which provide the 
outlet for understanding how to be Indigenous 
are also queered. 
 The next section, “Preventative 
Actions,” moves on to what causes the 
Indigenous people to be seen as an 
infection by hegemonic culture. Here I make 
a distinction between young Indigenous 
children and Indigenous adults, arguing that 
age impacts the preventative measures used 
by hegemonic culture to “cure” the world of 
their infection. With the Indigenous children 
I argue that correctional action is more 
prevalent since the children are still seen as 
being malleable enough to erase Indigenous 
practices from their life. Indigenous adults on 

the other hand are more frequently killed since 
they are no longer redeemable and therefore 
the only way to eradicate their disease is 
through extermination.
� 7KH�ƮQDO�FKDSWHU�RI�WKLV�WKHVLV�
addresses how the Indigenous people in 
(PEUDFH�RI�WKH�6HUSHQW come to infect those 
from hegemonic culture. Here I contrast 
the sickness of Theo to the health of Evan 
WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�GLƬHUHQFHV�QRW�RQO\�LQ�WKHLU�
interactions with Karamakate but also their 
MRXUQH\V�DV�D�ZKROH�DQG�KRZ�WKLV�LV�D�UHưHFWLRQ�
of their respective ability to accept Indigenous 
cultural practices and become a western-
Indigenous hybrid. Ultimately, I conclude that 
Evan’s decision to learn from Karamakate, 
as well as Karamakate’s decision to teach 
(YDQ�LV�ZKDW�GLƬHUHQWLDWHV�KLP�IURP�7KHR��
who refused to learn from Karamakate and 
ultimately dies because of it. Finally, I will argue 
that the health of Evan and sickness of Theo 

e IndigenouBv Ce only way to eradvv i i vvhelpnd 
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Edelman’s eyes as an example of “no future,” 
it is instead an example of Muñoz’s notion 
of queer futurity as being “always on the 
horizon.”11 
[...]

11  Muñoz, José Esteban. “Introduction: Feeling Utopia,” N#7$0$'4!V%51$&A!:;+!:;+'!&'*!:;+#+!5=!S7++#!?7%7#$%6. 
York, New York University Press, 2009, p. 11.

 Identity, as it functions in Abraham 
Cahan’s Yekl and Anzia Yezierska’s Salome 
RI�WKH�7HQHPHQWV��LV�FRPSOH[�DQG�ưXLG��
Characters in both novels—most notably, but 
not exclusively, the protagonists—change 
their appearance, their behavior, and even 
their names in order to change not only 
the perception of them, but who they are 
as individuals. In these novels identity is 
performative, rather than innate, which allows 
the protagonists to overcome their social 
positions as Russian-Jewish immigrants. 
However, their attempts invariably fail, not 
because of an inherent Jewishness, but 
because their attempts to subvert the Jew-
Anglo dichotomy still operate within, and thus 
reinforce, this very system. Consequently, 
attempts to performatively escape the role of 
the ghetto Jew serve only to thrust them into 
DQ�HTXDOO\�DUWLƮFLDO��HTXDOO\�UHVWULFWLYH�UROH�
Yekl (who also goes by the name Jake) is 
WKH�SURWDJRQLVW��DQG�FHQWUDO�WUDJLF�ƮJXUH��
of Cahan’s novel by the same name. Of 
all the characters in these two works, he 
most fully works to transform himself. Yekl 
becomes Jake predominantly by changing 
his appearance and (obviously, though 
VLJQLƮFDQWO\��KLV�QDPH��7KHVH�FKDQJHV�DUH�
performative in the dual meaning that they are 
DƬHFWHG�DQG�SHUIRUPHG�OLNH�D�UROH�DQG�DOVR�LQ�
WKH�OLQJXLVWLF�VHQVH�RI�KDYLQJ�D�GHƮQLWH�HƬHFW��
By presenting himself as Jake, Yekl does, in 
fact, become Jake.
 By changing his appearance Yekl 

FKDQJHV�WKH�RXWZDUG�VLJQLƮHUV�RI�KLV�LGHQWLW\�
and in doing so changes his identity itself. He 
dresses in the fashions of America, rather 
than those of his religion and his homeland. 
By shaving his beard and dressing as an 
American, Yekl visually assimilates himself into 
the norms of mainstream American culture. 
This sets him apart from the “greenhorns” 
(newly arrived immigrants) and distinguishes 
him as being something other than them. 
One of the most notable remarks on his 
appearance is the following from when Yekl 
is reunited with his wife Gitl, “She was at the 
same time mentally scanning the Yekl of 
three years before. The latter alone was hers, 
and she felt like crying to the image to come 
back to her and let her be his wife” (61). What 
is so striking about this scene is that while 
his wife recognizes him, she simultaneously 
FDQQRW�ƮQG�WKH�LPDJH�RI�WKH�SHUVRQ�VKH�NQHZ��
and the absence of the image shows him to 
EH�VRPHRQH�GLƬHUHQW�IURP�KHU�KXVEDQG��,Q�
visually performing an American identity, he 
has become manifestly other from who he 
was. 
� ,Q�FKDQJLQJ�KLV�QDPH��<HNO�HƬHFWV�DQ�
even more profound change of his identity. 
7KH�QDPH�LV�WKH�PRVW�LQWLPDWH�VLJQLƮHU�RI�WKH�
self. Even with a common name like Jake, 
one would not identify themselves with “I 
am a Jake,” which would position the name 
as a quality which the subject shares with 
a collective. Rather, one would say “I am 
-DNH�q�7KLV�LGHQWLƮHV�WKH�VSHDNHU�QRW�ZLWK�

Performative Identity in Yekl and Salome of the 
Tenements

Caleb Wexler
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a collectivity but with a unique subjectivity. 
Therefore, by changing his name, Yekl 
VLJQLƮHV��DQG�LQ�GRLQJ�VR�HƬHFWV��D�FKDQJH�
from his past immigrant identity to his present 
yankee identity. Indeed, the construction of 
this American identity is the goal of all his 
performative changes. This is made clear by 
his leitmotif, “Dot’sh a’ kin’ a man I am!” (10). 
This phrase is itself performative, continually 
UHGHƮQLQJ�KLV�LGHQWLW\��FXOPLQDWLQJ�LQ�LWV�ƮQDO�
iteration, “I am an American feller, a Yankee—
that’s what I am” (117), in which Yekl both 
VLJQDOV�DQG�HƬHFWV�WKH�DSRWKHRVLV�RI�KLV�VHOI�
transformation. 
 Despite the realization of his goal to 
become American, Jake ends the story still 
unhappy, and even trapped. When this text 
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happiness is found only when characters 
refuse to participate in it.
 By the end of Salome, Sonya lives as 
herself, not as an Oriental or an Anglo-Saxon, 
but as an artist. Before Sonya’s goal became 
marrying Manning, it was to become beautiful 
LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�UHưHFWHG�ZKR�VKH�IHOW�KHUVHOI�
to be. This is the other side of performative 
LGHQWLW\��FKDQJLQJ�WKH�VLJQLƮHU��QRW�WR�FKDQJH�
WKH�VXEMHFWLYH�VLJQLƮHG��EXW�WR�UHSUHVHQW�LW�
truthfully. Becoming an artist allows her to 
create this beauty herself and in doing so 
create an identity which is not, so to speak, 
“readymade.”
 Yekl and Salome of the Tenements 
both represent identity as performative. For 
both Sonya and Yekl, the method by which 
WKH\�DƬHFW�WKHLU�LGHQWLWLHV�LV�WKHLU�DSSHDUDQFH��
However, both of these identities exist within, 
and reproduce, an oppressive structure in 
which neither character can become happy. 
By refusing to participate in this system, and 
UHFRJQL]LQJ�LWV�DUWLƮFH��6RQ\D�LV�DEOH�WR�OLYH�D�
life which is authentic to herself and achieve 
the happiness which eluded her as Mrs. 
Manning and eludes Yekl as Jake.
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 Since the passing of Roe v. Wade 
in 1973, new bills surface every legislative 
session that aim to restrict access to 
abortion. The legalization of abortion in 
�����GLG�QRW�UHVXOW�LQ�DƬRUGDEOH��VDIH��DQG�
timely access to healthcare for all people. 
2003.
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Shadows of Clouds

Nelson Walker

Shadows of Clouds was written for the inaugural Chigiana Summer Composition Program with 
Richard Danielpour and the Carpe Diem String Quartet, and premiered in Siena, Italy on June 
28th, 2019.
7KH�SLHFH�LV�D�UHưHFWLRQ�RQ�ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�OLYH�LQ�D�SRVW�QXFOHDU�DJH��ZLWK�JOREDO�DQQLKLODWLRQ�
only a few political missteps away. Portraits of terror and confusion are contrasted with desolate, 
radioactive landscapes, bookended by a brief “meditation” on either end to ground the ear and 
ease the listener into and out of the world of the piece.

7KH�IROORZLQJ�LV�DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�D�ORQJHU�SLHFH���)RU�IXOO�WH[W��SOHDVH�YLVLW�
;%%10ABB...2(5/5#&*52+*7B;5'5#0W57#'&/B'+/05'X.&/Y+#X0;&*5.0X(/57*0XFHFH

Fatphobic

Leilani Osmundson

When hearing the phrase “eating disorder,” many picture the same image—a stick-thin female, 
skin and bones. Even Googling “eating disorder” shows this same picture again and again. But 
eating disorders do not discriminate. This mini documentary explores the journey of someone 
not typically associated with an eating disorder—a larger body. Overweight people living with 
an eating disorder often face misdiagnosis and lack of proper understanding and medical 
assistance at treatment facilities. Bri Whitbread was one of those people. Thank you to Bri for 
EHLQJ�VR�RSHQ��FRXUDJHRXV��DQG�DUWLFXODWH�LQ�VKDULQJ�KHU�VWRU\��7KLV�ƮOP�ZDV�WKH�2FWREHU������
Winner for Best Documentary in the Flick Monthly Film Festival, as well as a “Best Student Film 
Honorable Mention” at the Top Shorts Film Festival.

7KH�IROORZLQJ�LV�DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�D�ORQJHU�SLHFH���)RU�IXOO�WH[W��SOHDVH�YLVLW�
;%%10ABB@$,+52(5,BGEILDFJDE

/honorsjournal/nelson-walker-shadows-clouds-2020
https://vimeo.com/369172576
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8QWLWOHG�*OLWFK�$UW
Nathan Kregstein
11x17 inches
Untitled Glitch Art was made from a self-created pattern 
that I then ran through a Java pixel sort program.

5LYHUV�RI�1HZ�=HDODQG
Daniel Strangfeld
Photography
Dimensions: 5000px X 3333px (Height x Width)
Midsummer, with clear waters and warm weather, New Zealand provides memorable 
views in any direction, even looking down at how the landscape ties itself together.





/honorsjournal/feeling
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Swimming
Graham Fee

ART
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7HSHEDü�
Dilara Miller
Most of us are told stories of how our 
mothers and fathers grew up and as we do, 
we begin to take these stories more seriously 
because we can see how these tales shaped 
our parents’ lives. Most of my mother’s and 
aunt’s stories stem from an old city named 
Tepebag. Tepebag has become a common 
theme in my life since I was young. What’s 
special about this place is that all of my 
family’s stories seem to branch from this oneiitm
.F 1. R. vv i i vv de..e v .G eal
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*ROG�LQ�WKH�:LQG
Allison Murphy
3867 × 2770 pixels
The freedom came all 
at once. 
I was stunned by the 
change of space and 
melted into fractional 
split seconds of time. 
I became a blank 
canvas ready for paint, 
and liberation felt like 
liquid gold. 
I infused myself to 
abstraction.

Testify
Allison Murphy
5184 × 3456 pixels 
I cracked my dusty ribs 
protecting this heart, 
$QG�DOORZHG�WKH�ELUG�WR�ư\��
escape, and 
Capture what held it back. 
,�MXPS�RƬ�QHZ�SHUFKHV��
No leash can contain the 
plunge 
Down canyons of opening 
where 
Rapids race past what has 
won. 
Mist rises from rocky water 
Down the valley of opportunity. 
(YHU\�ưRZHU�LV�FRQVLGHUHG��
Every fallow thing can grow. 
7KH�VN\�WHVWLƮHV�XQOLPLWHG�
happiness 
)RU�WKRVH�ZKR�JUDWHIXOO\�ƮQG�

��������
Allison Murphy
1440 × 1677 pixels 
radiant carnation 
and my purpled lips 
play games more complex 
than all of the tricycles 
wrapped on christmas eve. 
unexpected yet smooth like 
softened ice cream, cashmere 
sweater with matching socks, 
and hallucinated lingerie 
for such an aggressive yellow 
that seduces under water 
peering into hues 
of milky lilac pansies 
while the ochre 
pollinates moisture.
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Untitled, Digital Art
Jessica Myers
Since childhood I have been fascinated with puzzles in all forms:  pieces, riddles, games, 
mysteries, and relationships (bonds or lack thereof). It is this fascination that is continued and 
experimented through my work and expressed with my process and materials. The integration 
of a material can completely change the meaning of another when introduced to each other. 
Each element in a work informs the other, as is the case with this digital landscape. My work 
investigates the various elements of nature and their relation and connection with one another. 
It is the combining of these separate elements that create a greater entity that makes the work 
realize itself through the meaning of the materials.

Ibn Tulun
Omar A Kaheel
Mosque of Ibn Tulun is the oldest mosque surviving in Cairo in its 
original form after being constructed in the year 884. It is also the largest 
PRVTXH�LQ�&DLUR�LQ�WHUPV�RI�ODQG�DUHD��3DUWV�RI�WKH�-DPHV�%RQG�ƮOP�7KH�
6S\�:KR�/RYHG�0H�ZHUH�ƮOPHG�LQ�WKLV�PRVTXH�



96 | Honors Journal 2020 97 | Art

7DOO�7DOHV�1R���
Heather Hanson
Tall Tales No. I is part of a series of gigantic icons 
found towering over the contemporary landscape. 
In the West, where the biggest is celebrated, and 
we are witness to the grandiose, the manufactured 
LGROL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZHVWHUQ�FRZER\�LV�SUROLƮF��7KH�
modern legend of the cowboy, fostered by Filmmaker 
John Ford, Wild West Shows, and dime store novels, 
GRHV�SUHFLRXV�OLWWOH�WR�UHưHFW�WKH�WUXH�EUXWDOLW\�RI�WKH�
Western Frontier. Tall Tales explores the condition 
of “that which is often not what it seems.” The 
Western Cowboy is a western deity embodied by this 
monumental concrete cowboy. 
Intended for a theme park in the 1950s, the “concrete 
cowboy” creator John Sutton specialized in large 
cement displays for zoos and parks in Wtuhyterb Aii
 

urrfound ithnr ajoyfult dchotomtr. chyeonomo.lc
 igoTa  ttchyrb ovever oe stp. Mythologyterb may whhim
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SOCIAL SCIENCE

Understanding Over Loss
Megan Chan
This work focuses on the twist of what 
were to happen if the prey and predator 
parted ways with a mutual understanding 
WKDW�LI�WKH\�ƮJKW�WR�WKH�GHDWK�WKH\oOO�HQG�XS�
losing more than they bargained for.
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 There is an interesting paradox that 
exists for religious women. Despite religion’s 
historical association with gender inequality, 
women demonstrate higher religious 
participation than men (Roberts & Yamane). 
However, women are still underrepresented 
in positions of religious authority—a 
phenomenon known as the “stained-glass 
ceiling” (Roberts & Yamane).1 The “feminization 
of religion” refers to the process by which 
feminine traits, such as tenderness, love, 
DQG�VHOI�VDFULƮFH��DUH�JLYHQ�PRUH�UHOLJLRXV�
value. This process does not necessarily 
mean that women themselves have become 
more valued in religions. John Hawley’s 
quote in Religion in Sociological Perspective 
describes the essence of this phenomenon: 
“Theological appreciation of the feminine does 
not necessarily lead to a positive evaluation of 
real women” (Roberts & Yamane, 277). In other 
words, while feminine qualities are appreciated 
in religion, religious institutions appear to favor 
men over women in prominent positions.
 The question is then: why do so many 
women remain devout, even when they face 

��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�5REHUWV�DQG�<DPDQH��0RUPRQ�ZRPHQ�PDNH�XS����SHUFHQW�RI�WRWDO�PHPEHUV��2YHUDOO��ZRPHQ�PDNH�XS����SHUFHQW�
of all religious groups, yet are still excluded from leadership positions in many religions. For more on gender in religion, see 8+/$X
4$5'!$'!T5($5/54$(&/!<+#01+(%$@+ Chapter 11, “Religion, Gender, and Sexuality.”
��+R\W�RƬHUV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�H[DPSOHV�RI�GRFWULQDO�VRXUFHV�RI�HPSRZHUPHQW�IRU�/'6�ZRPHQ��WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�D�0RWKHU�LQ�+HDYHQ��
the divine role of mothers in the church, and the doctrine of exaltation (the belief that all people on Earth will become like unto 
God in the afterlife).

such inequalities? It may be that they are 
content with the teachings of the doctrine 
WKH\�VXEVFULEH�WR��0DQ\�ZRPHQ�ƮQG�WKDW�
religion serves as a place where their feminine 
traits are expressly valued (Hoyt). They may 
VWD\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ƮQG�IXOƮOOPHQW�WKURXJK�
obedience to the teachings of their faith, or 
WKDW�WUDGLWLRQDO�IHPDOH�UROHV�WKHPVHOYHV�RƬHU�D�
source of empowerment. In her article on the 

/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/thestained-glassceiling.pdf
/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/thestained-glassceiling.pdf
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LQLWLDWHG�D�VXƬUDJLVW�PRYHPHQW�WR�GHIHQG�
the practice of plural marriage (Iverson, The 
Mormon Question). Eventually the practice 
was abandoned; however, it resulted in one of 
WKH�ƮUVW�IHPLQLVW�PRYHPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�&KXUFK�
DQG�LQ�WKH�UHVWRUDWLRQ�RI�ZRPHQoV�VXƬUDJH�LQ�
Utah (Iverson, The Mormon Question).
,Q������-RVHSK�6PLWK��ƮUVW�SURSKHW�DQG�
founder of the LDS church, established the 
ƮUVW�5HOLHI�6RFLHW\�DV�D�FRPSOHWHO\�ZRPHQ�UXQ�
organization (Arrington). Its responsibilities 
were to attend to the sick and provide for 
the poor, manufacture silk and other goods, 
and implement food storage, among other 
purposes (Arrington). The Relief Societies 
served an important economic purpose 
which would lay the foundation for the future 
pilgrimage and settlement of the Great Basin 
in the 1860s (Arrington). The organization gave 
women space for autonomy and an important 
place of leadership in the Church hierarchy. 
Some women may have even been ordained 
WR�WKH�KLJKHVW�DXWKRULW\�RƬHUHG�E\�WKH�&KXUFK��
the priesthood. The “priesthood” refers to the 
power of God bestowed upon worthy 
men which grants them the ability to heal, to 
perform blessings, and other religious rites. 
8SRQ�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ƮUVW�5HOLHI�6RFLHW\��
Joseph Smith is alleged to have ordained a 
few women with the authority to lead as well as 
the capability to bless and heal other women 
(Newell).8 However, the historical record is 
not settled on this topic, and this account is 
disputed by church historians to this day. After 
Smith’s death, this power was rescinded by his 

��(PPD�6PLWK��6DUDK�0��&OHYHODQG��DQG�(OL]DEHWK�:KLWQH\�PDGH�XS�WKH�ƮUVW�SUHVLGHQF\�RI�WKH�5HOLHI�6RFLHW\�LQ�������DQG�PD\�
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church’s response to social norms about 
gender and sexuality (Roberts & Yamane). The 
Church maintains a fundamentalistic theology, 
believing in a literal reading of the Bible and 
Book of Mormon and the notion that prophets 
are conduits for the word of God.14 Thus, 
they often cite the eternality of God’s word to 
explain this resistance to change.
[…]

Conclusion
 Through its history, The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints has held 
strong traditionalist beliefs about gender and 
women’s divine roles as wives and mothers. 
Despite being structurally undervalued, 
Mormon women have always found avenues 
for self-empowerment, be it within Relief 
Societies or in modern feminist movements. 
0DQ\�FRSH�ZLWK�FRQưLFWLQJ�PHVVDJHV�DERXW�
femininity through cognitive restructuring, a 
process of gender negotiation in which women 
in traditionalist faiths reshape their worldview 
to accommodate broader social ideals 
ZLWKRXW�VDFULƮFLQJ�WKHLU�IDLWK��7LPH�ZLOO�WHOO�LI�WKH�
Church’s stance on women’s roles will result in 
its detriment, or if it will remain an entrenched 
Christian sect. Being such a new religion, it is 
necessary to consider how they will evolve 
with the 21st�FHQWXU\��VSHFLƮFDOO\�KRZ�/'6�
traditionalism will navigate an ever-progressing 
VRFLHW\��DQG�KRZ�/'6�ZRPHQ�ƮQG�QHZ�ZD\V�WR�
negotiate their roles amid such contradictory 
messages.

14  Sects often reject “compromises” to doctrine, believing in the original revelation as the only “authentic expression of the faith” 

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2004/10/the-women-in-our-lives?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2004/10/the-women-in-our-lives?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2004/10/the-women-in-our-lives?lang=eng
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ABSTRACT
 This study documents the construction 
of opinions white “Americans” make about 
Latinx immigrants in the current political 
climate. Even though participants had variant 
SROLWLFDO�RSLQLRQV�DQG�UHVLGHG�LQ�WZR�GLƬHUHQW�
cities, the central part of this project focuses 
RQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�IDFWRUV�WKDW�LQưXHQFH�ZKLWH�
“American” opinions. This research builds 
upon the framework of Leo Chavez’s work, 
The Latino Threat: Constructing Immigrants, 
Citizens, and the Nation. His research provided 
a basis for understanding US immigration 
history, the prevalence of anti-immigrant 
rhetoric against Latinx migrants, the social 
construction of “illegality,” the pervasiveness 
of media, and the creation of a national identity. 
This thesis used a phenomenological research 
design for analysis, to bridge the gap between 
the literature and the experiences and 
perceptions white “Americans” currently have 
about Latinx immigration. Semi-structured 
interviews provided a basis for understanding 
the dynamics of immigration opinions and the 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�D�QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\��7KH�ƮQGLQJV�
state that the social construction of “illegality,” 
politicized media consumption, and the 
nativist protection of the “American” identity all 

contribute to white “American” perceptions on 
immigrants of Latinx heritage.

https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/undergraduate_honors_theses/41687h90d
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simultaneously distancing themselves 
from Latinx immigrants today. I attribute 
this rhetorical manipulation to assimilation 
theories and racist nativism. Theories 
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37 to 72. The attitudes and perceptions of 
younger people could have changed the 

/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/brazilsbelomontedam.pdf
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 The intent of this project is to make 
teachers more aware of all aspects and 
features of dyslexia, and make them more 
capable of educating dyslexic students. 
Through compiling both biography and 
research, I hope to reanalyze our current 
understanding of dyslexia and propose a new, 
positive view and approach to it. I hope to 
deconstruct preconceived notions of what 
dyslexia is, provide a personal account to allow 
for a better understanding of the personal 
hurt and challenges the dyslexic student 
faces, and propose a new view of looking at 
dyslexia that considers not only its challenges, 
but more importantly, its strengths. I will 
provide resources for how to change not only 
individual thinking, but collective thinking, in 
the hopes of impacting the future education 
system. With the compilation of resources 
I have provided, I hope to illustrate how the 
positive features of dyslexia can be utilized 
in the classroom to help the dyslexic student 
develop, not only academically but emotionally 
as well, and to show how this more dynamic 
and integrated approach to teaching is 
EHQHƮFLDO�IRU�DOO�VWXGHQWV��7KLV�LV�QRW�D�JXLGH�WR�
understanding the language-based challenges 

of dyslexia, and how to “correct” or “cure” 
them. Rather, this is a detailed analysis of the 
dyslexic mind, its capabilities, the emotional 
and academic experience of being dyslexic, 
and how positivity and acknowledgment of the 
strengths of the dyslexic mind can allow for 
academic and general success.
� ,�UHPHPEHU�UHDOL]LQJ�IRU�WKH�ƮUVW�WLPH�
that I was stupid. It was during my second 
grade DIBELS testing. DIBELS (Dynamic 
Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills) is a 
short, one minute test that measures literacy 
skill acquisition (University of Oregon Center). 
,W�LV�D�WLPHG�ưXHQF\�PHDVXUH�WKDW�DVVHVVHV�
the big ideas of reading—a dyslexic student’s 
worst nightmare. I was taken to the school 
library by a parent volunteer, who would be 
administering the test to collect data on 
my reading and comprehension skills for 
the school. We sat down at a table near the 
entrance, my pulse racing with apprehension, 
as the test administrator removed the 
instructions and read a passage from the 
folder in her hands. By this point in my life, I 
understood that I was not a good reader, and 
this was about to be proven. I was going to be 
asked to read aloud, racing against the clock, 

Tree Fish

Anna Morgenthaler

7KH�IROORZLQJ�LV�DQ�H[FHUSW�IURP�D�ORQJHU�SLHFH���)RU�IXOO�WH[W��SOHDVH�YLVLW
KWWSV���ZZZ�FRORUDGR�HGX�KRQRUVMRXUQDO�VLWHV�GHIDXOW�ƮOHV�DWWDFKHG�ƮOHV�WUHHƮVK�SGI

(YHU\ERG\�LV�D�JHQLXV��EXW�LI�\RX�MXGJH�D�ƮVK�E\�LWV�DELOLW\�WR�FOLPE�D�WUHH�LW�ZLOO�OLYH�LWV�ZKROH�OLIH�

/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/treefish.pdf
http://honorsjournal.com.%20
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and I was determined to succeed.
         My tester read the instructions aloud; 
I would read a passage while she timed me, 
and at the end of one minute she was going 
to stop me and ask me some questions about 
what I had just read. She placed the passage 
in front of me, the end of each line labeled with 
a number that would later be used to calculate 
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 Global demand for animal-source 
proteins has surged in concert with world 
population growth and rising incomes (Hilborn 
et al., 2018). Consumption of shrimp has 
dramatically increased in Western nations in 
the past several decades, fueling a lucrative 
shrimping industry in the Global South in 
coastal Asian countries like Bangladesh, 
India, and Thailand (Brototi, 2017). According 
to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization, shrimp is the world’s second 
most valuable seafood, after salmon (Shrimp 
Synopsis Report, 2015). In Bangladesh, tiger 
shrimp and their relatives have entered the 

/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/bigprawnslittlepawns.pdf
/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/bigprawnslittlepawns.pdf


124 | Honors Journal 2020 125 | Social Science

VWRFNV�RQ�ZKLFK�VXEVLVWHQFH�ƮVKHUPHQ�DQG�
endangered species rely.
 The conversion of natural 
HFRV\VWHPV�LQWR�VKULPS�IDUPV�H[HPSOLƮHV�
the concentration of an open-access 
resource into a private, single-user 
one, sometimes termed the “tragedy of 
enclosures” in the parlance of urban political 
ecology (Truelove, 2011). In Bangladesh, 
the enclosure of mangrove ecosystems 
disrupts their constituent elements, as both 
local communities and endemic animals are 
endangered by habitat loss. Land values 
decrease by approximately $10,000 per 
hectare when mangroves are cleared for 
shrimp culture (Ahmed et al., 2017). This 
fact calls into question the state-sanctioned 
enclosure of valuable native ecology in favor 
of export-oriented shrimping. Lucrative short-
WHUP�SURƮWV�PD\�DWWUDFW�FRPPHUFLDO�VKULPSHUV��
but the long-term value of the ecosystem will 
degrade without sustainable management.
 Historical-political processes lend 
context to the ecology of shrimp aquaculture 
(Amazu, 2018). On the scale of the food 
system, global market forces operate to 
reinforce injustices to individual Bangladeshi 
farmers. Global neoliberal ideology holds that 
market dynamics of consumer demand in the 
Global North result in increased production in 
the Global South. The shrimp industry is the 
second largest export industry in Bangladesh, 
worth US $506 million in 2016 (Al-Amin & 
Alam, 2016). Total operational farming areas 
have increased in size from 3,500 hectares 
in the 1980s to 276,000 hectares in 2010. 
7KH�VKULPS�VHFWRU�LV�D�VLJQLƮFDQW�FRPSRQHQW�
of the nation’s rural economy, reportedly 
employing over two million farmers on-site 
and in associated value chains (Ahmed et al., 
2016).

  A political ecology (PE) perspective 
deconstructs the politicization of ecological 
systems in terms of power structures and 
environmental decision-making (Amazu et 
al., 2018). In Paul Robbins’ Political Ecology, 
RQH�IXQFWLRQDO�GHƮQLWLRQ�RI�3(�LV�WKH�pVWXG\�
of the complex relations between nature 
and society through a careful analysis of 
what one might call the forms of access and 
control over resources and their implications 
for environmental health and sustainable 
livelihoods” (Robbins, 2004, p. 16). An 
application of PE with respect to Bangladeshi 
shrimp aquaculture dissects the social 
relations of production, property, and power 
in the context of the global agro-food system. 
According to a report in the Journal of Rural 
Studies, themes in political ecology include 
global value chains, “aquarian” transitions, 
primitive accumulation, gendered labor, and 
food sovereignty (Belton, 2016). A thorough 
study of access and control to shrimp is 
QHFHVVDU\�WR�DSSO\�5REELQVo�GHƮQLWLRQ�RI�
political ecology. In Bangladesh, access 
and control to the resource of shrimp is not 
neutral, as revealed by historical analysis. In 
the 1980s, the World Bank, the International 
Monetary Fund, and other donor agencies 
imposed structural adjustment programs 
(SAPs) to incentivize export-oriented 
economic decisions (Adnan et al., 2007). 
These reforms were intended to enhance 
the productivity of “under-developed” 
countries through an economic system 
based on free-market values of privatization, 
deregulation, and liberalization. In order to 
obtain World Bank loans and assistance, 
Bangladesh was required to adopt the SAP 
model (Aminuzzaman et al., 1994). The World 
Bank and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) funded Bangladesh’s 

Shrimp Culture Project in 1986 and the Third 
Fishing Project in 1991 (Brototi et al., 2016). 
Pulido (2017) points to programs like these 
as the basis for a “neoliberalized racist state” 
in which the dynamics of global capitalism 
enable land appropriation, privatization or 
“enclosure,” and state-sanctioned violence. 
In this way, Western neoliberal policy induced 
the Bangladesh government to displace 
rice farmers in favor of high-value shrimp 
SRQGV��%HOWRQ�HW�DO����������:LWK�VLJQLƮFDQW�
foreign backing, state powers systematically 
dispossessed peasants of land and enclosed 
these ecosystems for export production in an 
iniquitous example of primitive accumulation. 
The transition from rice paddy-dominated 
VXEVLVWHQFH�DJULFXOWXUH�DQG�PDQJURYH�ƮVKLQJ�
to commercial aquaculture is an example of 
neoliberal globalization.
 On the heels of rising demand from 
consumers in the US, Japan, and Europe, 
wealthy domestic interest groups lobbied the 
government for prioritization in the allotment 
RI�VKULPSLQJ�ODQGV��7KHLU�LQưXHQFH�SURPSWHG�
the 1992 Chingri Mahal (“Shrimp Zone Rules”), 
which rescinded de jure prioritization of poor 
peasants in state land allotment. Under the 
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performing her song “Run This Town” in her 
dream. This beginning sequence showcased 
her dressed in all black, singing bold lyrics 
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are met with violent force. While America is 
supposed to stand against such oppression, 
the Comedian happily embraces it. As he 
tells Dan, “I kinda like it when things get weird, 
y’know? I like it when all the cards are on the 
table.”8 The Comedian’s purpose is to embrace 
what he sees as the true face of America and 
UHưHFW�LW�EDFN�XSRQ�LWVHOI��VR�KLV�LGHDO�VLWXDWLRQ�
is one, like this, where the abjection is out in 
the open. When Dan asks, “What’s KDSSHQHG�
to America? What’s happened to the American 
dream?”, implying that what is happening is a 
departure from the “real” America, which the 
Comedian refutes by answering, “It came %#7+2 
You’re /55Y$'b!at it,”9 further emphasizing that 
these riots and their suppression are America 
showing its true face.
 Like the scenes set in Vietnam, this 
scene is not without its historical context. The 
details of the scene, especially the use of tear 
gas on protestors evokes protests and riots 
of the mid-twentieth century, especially the 
People’s Park Riots when protestors, angry 
at infringements on their right to organize by 
Governor Reagan, began throwing debris at 
police and were met with teargas and shot 
from behind with buckshot.10 Except for the 
absence of Reagan, all these details are 
replicated in Watchmen.11 Additionally, many 
of the police at the People’s Park Riots were, 
like the Comedian, veterans of the Vietnam 
War.12 By visually calling back to this event, and 
pairing it with the Comedian’s commentary 
that this is in fact the true face of America, 
Watchmen 
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 At the turn of the 20th century, Sergei 
5DFKPDQLQRƬ�ZDV�ZULWLQJ�KLV�OXVK��nd Piano 
Concerto after therapy in which a hypnotist 
helped him overcome depression. Meanwhile, 
his one-time classmate, Alexander Scriabin, 
was composing transitional piano sonatas 
that would push him towards emancipated 
dissonance, the mystic chord, and the 
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 After the fall of Rome, the next most 
famed empire to rise in the Western tradition 
is that of Britain. Britain acculturated the 
classical tradition and embodied the power 
rhetoric held through its association to the 
grandeur of Greece and Rome. The societal 
pillars of art, literature, and architecture were 
the platforms on which Britain built its self-
image. A careful manipulation of classical 
rhetoric, stylistic conventions, and forms of 
political representation in the arts tied Britain 
to a glorious past, turning it into the natural 
successor of the next age of empire. Britain 
ZLHOGHG�WKLV�LPDJH�WR�GHƮQH�%ULWLVKQHVV��
bolster its power, legitimize its conquest, 

https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/undergraduate_honors_theses/vx021f62v




148 | Honors Journal 2020 149 | Humanities

a colonizer from a colonial perspective. Despite 
QRW�EHLQJ�GLUHFWHG�VSHFLƮFDOO\�DW�%ULWDLQ��WKH�
poem nonetheless illustrates British imperial 
thought by acting as a guideline for other 
nations to take up the imperial role. 
 The politically and socially laden 
UKHWRULF�VXƬXVHV�WKH�ZRUN�IURP�VWDUW�WR�ƮQLVK��
Titled “The White Man’s Burden,” this work ties 
itself to the tradition of imperial rhetoric and 
literature at the onset, before the body of the 
poem is read. The inclusion of the notion of the 
“white man” in the title brings a new element 
to the discussion of Otherness and imperial 
SRZHU�DV�LW�KLJKOLJKWV�D�GLƬHUHQWLDWLRQ�LQ�UDFH��
In the ancient Mediterranean, race was not the 
GHƮQLQJ�IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�2WKHU�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�
D�VLJQLƮFDQW�HOHPHQW�RI�WKHLU�LPSHULDO�GLVFRXUVH��
While the ancients did discuss “savage races,” 
it was more of a discussion of other peoples 
and their supposed savage customs rather 
than the color of their skin. Much later in history, 
KRZHYHU��UDFH�GRHV�ODUJHO\�ƮJXUH�LWVHOI�LQ�
imperial discussions. The color of one’s skin, or 
PRUH�VSHFLƮFDOO\�QRQ�ZKLWH�VNLQ��EHFDPH�KLJKO\�
prominent because it served as an emblem of 
Otherness and the symbol of a people deemed 
GLƬHUHQW�DQG�OHVVHU�WKDQ�ZKLWH�UDFHV��FODVVLƮHG�
as uncivilized within this imperial British 
mindset.
 

https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/undergraduate_honors_theses/z603qz316
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innocence to maturity…. The scholarship 
on the %LOGXQJVURPDQ�seems muddled, 
as Freese’s analysis centers around mid-
twentieth century novels. Regardless, for 
Esther Greenwood, the presence of social 
cohesion is in question by the end of the 
novel. The novel instead presents “a woman 
struggling to become whole, not a woman 
who ha[s] reached some sense of stable 
self,”21 and one may suggest that to be a 
VWDEOH�VHOI�ZDV�D�SULYLOHJH�DƬRUGHG�WR�PHQ��DV�
)UHHVH�SURSRVHV�LQ�KLV�GHƮQLWLRQ��7R�PLWLJDWH�
the traditional sexism of the form itself, as it 
has been traditionally male-centric, and to 
draw attention to its limitations, 7KH�%HOO�-DUoV�
narrative is fragmented in order to represent 
women’s struggle in society.
[...]
 Traditionally, most women were 
expected to be mothers and only mothers. 
Motherhood is a fate that Esther despises. 
Her introduction to the process of human 
birth is alarming, as she is forced to observe a 
live birth with her boyfriend, Buddy, a medical 
student. Her sole focus during the ordeal 
revolves around the mother’s pain during labor 
DQG�GHOLYHU\��DQG�VKH�EHFRPHV�Ʈ[DWHG�RQ�WKH�
morphine that is used to assuage the pain. 
She remarks on the patriarchal conditioning of 
the drug, stating that it “sounded just like the 
sort of drug a man would invent….[the woman] 
would go straight home and start another 
baby, because the drug would make her forget 
how bad the pain had been.”22 The birth scene 
forces Esther to recognize the reproductive 
priority of a woman’s role in society and she is 
repulsed by the inherent fragmentation of the 
role.
[...]

 More than half a century has passed 
since the publication of 7KH�%HOO�-DU� but it 
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Abstract
 Over the last century, members of 
post-industrial societies have experienced a 
VLJQLƮFDQW�GHSOHWLRQ�RI�JXW�PLFURELRWD�LQ�WHUPV�
of parasitic “old friends.”  Consequently, the 
ability of the remaining microbiota to modulate 
immune responses has been drastically 
limited. Reduced immunoregulation causes 
the immune system to be overactive due to 
an improper balance between T helper 1 (Th1) 
and T helper 2 (Th2) immunity. Th1 immunity 
LV�XVHG�WR�ƮJKW�LQWUDFHOOXODU�SDWKRJHQV��
DQG�LW�LV�PHGLDWHG�E\�LQưDPPDWRU\�HƬHFWRU�
7�FHOOV��7K��LPPXQLW\�ƮJKWV�H[WUDFHOOXODU�
pathogens through a humoral response that 
upregulates antibody production. It has been 
demonstrated that intestinal helminth worms, 
such as +\PHQROHSLV�GLPLQXWD, are responsible 
for a shift away from Th1 cell immunity and 
towards Th2 cell immunity, which promotes 
DQ�DQWL�LQưDPPDWRU\�SKHQRW\SH�WKURXJK�
VXSSUHVVLRQ�RI�LQưDPPDWRU\�HƬHFWRU�7�FHOOV��$�
KHOPLQWK�LQGXFHG�DQWL�LQưDPPDWRU\�VKLIW!could 
SRWHQWLDOO\�EH�XVHG�WR�FRXQWHUDFW�LQưDPPDWRU\�
disorders such as chronic neuropathic 
pain. Neuropathic pain is responsible for an 
XSUHJXODWLRQ�RI�SUR�LQưDPPDWRU\�F\WRNLQHV�
and a shift toward Th1 immunity. This study 
explored the use of helminthic therapy as a 

treatment for neuropathic pain in the periphery 
and both neuropathic pain and cognitive 
dysfunction in the central nervous system 
through increased immune regulation. 
� :H�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKH�HƬHFWV�RI�+��
diminuta on neuropathic pain development 
and cognition in male Sprague Dawley rats 
following chronic constriction injury of the 
sciatic nerve. Rats were colonized with 
+\PHQROHSLG�GLPLQXWD�cystercercoids (HDCs; 
larval stage) prior to CCI surgeries. Von 
Frey testing measured levels of mechanical 
allodynia, Pavlovian fear conditioning 
measured declarative memory, and juvenile 
social exploration measured levels of 
anxiety. Inconsistent results from Von Frey 
and fear conditioning suggest that helminth 
worm therapy most likely does not improve 
mechanical allodynia or hippocampal-
dependent learning and memory cognition. 

https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/undergraduate_honors_theses/8s45q932q
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VLJQLƮFDQWO\�GHFUHDVHG��3����������� � �
Upregulation of IL-10 expression contributes 
WR�DQ�DQWL�LQưDPPDWRU\�F\WRNLQH�PLOLHX��DQG�
the downregulation of IL-10R expression may 
EH�UHưHFWLYH�RI�DQ�LQFUHDVHG�UHOHDVH�RI�,/�����
7KHUH�ZDV�DOVR�D�VLJQLƮFDQW�GHFUHDVH�LQ�OHYHOV�
RI�,/����P51$��3������������7KRXJK�,/����LV�
W\SLFDOO\�DQ�DQWL�LQưDPPDWRU\�F\WRNLQH��LW�KDV�
DOVR�EHHQ�OLQNHG�WR�DLUZD\�LQưDPPDWLRQ��ZKLFK�
is characteristic in asthma, and +��GLPLQXWD 
have been known to decrease the risk of 
DVWKPD��/HYHOV�RI�7*)�Զ��,/���DQG�,/��5�P51$�
VKRZHG�QR�VLJQLƮFDQW�GLƬHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�
helminth-colonized and control animals.

Discussion
 These current results suggest that +��
diminuta PD\�QRW�EH�DQ�HƬHFWLYH�WKHUDS\�IRU�
chronic pain; however, they are a promising 
WUHDWPHQW�IRU�QHXURLQưDPPDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�EUDLQ�
[…]
 In order to explore the molecular basis 
of helminth immunoregulation, qRT-PCR was 
performed to quantify the relative cytokine 
mRNA expression in the hippocampus (Figure 
19). +��GLPLQXWD treatment upregulated mRNA 
expression of IL-10 and downregulated 
IL-10R, and both of these contribute to an 

DQWL�LQưDPPDWRU\�F\WRNLQH�PLOLHX��/HYHOV�
of IL-10 protein were undetectable in all 
samples of whole hippocampus tissue. IL-
13 mRNA was downregulated, and this was 
expected, because IL-13 is responsible for 
DLUZD\�LQưDPPDWLRQ�DQG�DVWKPD��&RUUHQ��
2013). Though IL-13 can also play a role in 
DQWL�LQưDPPDWRU\�SURFHVVHV��KHOPLQWKV�DUH�
known to promote immunoregulation, which 
prevents the development of asthma and 
allergies (Parfrey et al., 2017; Graham A. W. 
5RRN���������7*)�Զ��,/����DQG�,/��5�P51$�
OHYHOV�ZHUH�QRW�VLJQLƮFDQWO\�LPSDFWHG�E\�U2!
*$,$'7%&!treatment. IL-4 has been implicated 
in improved hippocampal-dependent memory 
(Chen et al., 2004, p. 4; Derecki et al., 2010). 
There was no consistent improvement in 
learning and memory behavior, and there 
ZDV�QR�VLJQLƮFDQW�XSUHJXODWLRQ�RI�,/���
or downregulation of its receptor in the 
hippocampus, so both behavioral results and 
molecular analysis support that +��GLPLQXWD�
colonization does not improve memory.
[…]
 The results from this project 
partially support the tenets of the hygiene 
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ABSTRACT
 The health of glaciers around the 
world is threatened by anthropogenic climate 
change as rising temperatures and changing 
SUHFLSLWDWLRQ�SDWWHUQV�DƬHFW�PDVV�EDODQFH�RI�
glaciers.  The manifestations of global climate 
vary at the regional level, in both magnitude 
and direction of temperature and precipitation 
changes.  For this reason, glacier response is 
QRW�H[SHFWHG�WR�EH�XQLIRUP�DFURVV�GLƬHUHQW�
VHDVRQV�DQG�LQ�GLƬHUHQW�SODFHV���%DVHG�RQ�
precipitation totals and wind patterns, there 
is evidence that alpine glacier mass balance 
might actually be positive in some locations.  
This study focuses on the Arikaree Glacier 
in the Front Range of Colorado, USA.  I use 
snow depth measurements taken on the 
glacier at peak accumulation and measured 
air temperatures to derive a degree day 
calculation of ablation and to produce a 
plausible mass-balance for each year from 
1997 to 2017.  I found that the Arikaree Glacier 
has experienced a negative mass balance 
each year since 1997.  Future research should 
utilize a more detailed approach to this form 
of mass balance calculation and assess other 

/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/examiningtheglacialmassbalance.pdf
/honorsjournal/sites/default/files/attached-files/examiningtheglacialmassbalance.pdf
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Figure 7. Graph showing net mass balance for 
the Arikaree Glacier from 1997-2017.  There 
has been a negative net mass balance each 
year; however, in recent years, the net mass 
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Summary
Ultracold atomic gases have many fascinating 
and unintuitive properties, as their extremely 
low temperatures bring out their inherent 
quantum nature. One such property is the 
phenomenon of a Feshbach resonance, in 
ZKLFK�DQ�DSSOLHG�PDJQHWLF�ƮHOG�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�
strength allows for fully tunable interactions 
between particles in the gas. Near a Feshbach 
resonance, one can form two-particle bound 
states called Feshbach molecules, and 
measurements of these molecules’ properties 
such as their binding energies can tell us 
important information about the behavior of 
the gas. We consider here a correction to our 
recent 39K Feshbach molecule binding energy 
data, which takes into account the magnetic 
trap used to hold our gas up against gravity 
in our experimental system. The presence of 
this trap shifts the binding energies that we 
measure in the lab slightly away from their 
“true” free-space values, and calculating 
WKLV�VR�FDOOHG�FRQƮQHPHQW�VKLIW�UHTXLUHV�
an understanding of two-particle quantum 
PHFKDQLFDO�VFDWWHULQJ�WKHRU\��$IWHU�EULHư\�
reviewing the relevant physics, as well as 
our experimental setup and procedure for 
producing Feshbach molecules, we develop 

https://scholar.colorado.edu/concern/undergraduate_honors_theses/5m60qs924
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WKH�VDPH�SURFHGXUH�WR�ƮQG�WKH�FRQƮQHPHQW�
shifts for our own 39K binding energy data. 
Our trap is axially symmetric with a radial trap 
frequency Hz in the (, )-plane and an axial trap 
IUHTXHQF\�RI�+]��VR�WKH�WUDS�DVSHFW�UDWLR�LV�Ի ��
Using this value and the relevant constants for 
39.��ZH�REWDLQHG�WKH�IUHH�VSDFH�DQG�FRQƮQHG�
binding energy curves displayed in Figure 5.3.

Figure 5.3: The computed free space and 
FRQƮQHG�39K Feshbach molecule binding 
energies. The energy units are  and the length 
units are the oscillator length   
[...]
)RU�WKH�ƮQDO�VWDWH�_)� ����PF = 0> after dimer 
dissociation, the associated scattering length 
is very small compared to the harmonic 
oscillator length (corresponding to very far out 
WR�WKH�ULJKW�LQ�)LJXUH�������VR�WKH�FRQƮQHPHQW�
UHODWHG�HQHUJ\�VKLIW�RI�RXU�ƮQDO�VWDWH�LV�
essentially equal to the zero-point energy of 
our trap, Hz.
7KHUHIRUH��WKH�WRWDO�FRQƮQHPHQW�UHODWHG�
shift is similar for all of our measurements 
and is approximately equal to the zero-point 
energy Hz, to within 1.4 Hz uncertainty on 
our trapping frequencies. We subtract the 
WRWDO�FRQƮQHPHQW�VKLIW�IURP�WKH�PHDVXUHG�
dissociation threshold frequency to extract the 
dimer binding energy  in free space; see Figure 

����IRU�RXU�ƮQDO�ELQGLQJ�HQHUJ\�UHVXOWV�
[...]
Chapter 6
Conclusion and Future Directions
[...]
There are still many open questions left 
to explore in the realm of few-body and 
universal physics with ultracold Bose gases. 
In particular, this thesis focused only on our 
work characterizing the two-body physics that 
arises from Feshbach resonances, but there is 
a rich spectrum of three-body and four-body 
physics tied to Feshbach resonances which 
has yet to be fully and precisely characterized. 
Common problems with previous work in this 
area include failing to account for systematic 
HƬHFWV�VXFK�DV�ƮQLWH�WHPSHUDWXUH�HƬHFWV��
incorrect density calibrations, and so on. Just 
DV�ZH�KDYH�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�WKH�FRQƮQHPHQW�
shift in this work, our lab aims to account for 
WKHVH�V\VWHPDWLF�HƬHFWV�WR�REWDLQ�SUHFLVLRQ�
data that can serve as a benchmark for 
comparisons with theories. Such careful 
measurements are vital towards the goal 
of building a “ground up” understanding of 
quantum many-body physics through precise 
characterizations of quantum few-body 
physics.
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